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In 2007, a British supermarket advertised Easter eggs under the 

slogan “Celebrate the birth of Jesus”. If that sort of thing can 
happen in the historic home of Anglicanism, we have to wonder 
what they would make of Pentecost! 

Before Jesus died, he promised his disciples that he would not 
leave them to face future challenges alone, but that he would send 
them “another comforter.” Both of these words are significant: 
“another” means one exactly like the first, and a “comforter” is 
someone who is called alongside us to help us.  

For three years the disciples had Jesus with them to teach them, 
to set an example, and to encourage them. When he promised 
them another comforter, therefore, he meant that someone just 
like him would come to take his place. They would not be able to 
see this person, because he comes in the spirit and not the flesh; 
but he would come to everyone who puts his faith in Jesus.  

Hundreds of years earlier, the prophet Joel wrote of a time 
when God would pour out his Spirit on all people. Joel used very 
vivid language to describe an event that would be very special. 
Fifty days after Jesus’ resurrection, that event took place. The 
disciples had done what Jesus asked them to do – they spent time 
waiting upon God in prayer and expectation. Suddenly, they 
heard a sound like a strong wind, and they saw tongues like fire 
alighting on each of the believers. They began to speak in 
languages that they had never learned!  

What Joel foretold was definitely taking place. They went out to 
the crowds of pilgrims visiting the city, and although these 
pilgrims came from foreign parts, each of them heard the 
disciples (who were speaking their own language, probably 
Aramaic) in their own tongues! So everyone was able to hear and 
understand the good news of God in Christ Jesus. That very day, 
some 3,000 people put their faith in God.  

We should realize that God wants us all to receive the Holy 
Spirit. The prophet Joel said that God would pour out his Spirit 
on all people, and that includes each one of us who puts our faith 
in Jesus. 

How do we receive the Holy Spirit? We turn away from all that 
is wrong in our lives, believe that Jesus died on the cross to atone 
for our sins, and ask Jesus to come into our lives. When Christ 
comes in, the Holy Spirit comes with him.    
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WHERE HAS THE TIME GONE? 
This is my last month with 
you as priest and pastor. As 
Shakespeare has Juliet say: 
“Parting is such sweet 
sorrow.” An oxymoron to be 
sure, combining as it does 
the contradictory ideas of 
pleasure and pain. Yet, 
Shakespeare had his finger 
on the pulse of the 
contradictory emotions I now 
feel. On the one hand I look forward to being able to 
focus more time and energy on family and personal 
pursuits, while at the same time I know in my heart of 
hearts I shall truly miss being a parish priest and all 
that goes with that.  

Over the course of the last past ten years Su and I 
have been blessed beyond measure because of our 
association with you, both professionally and 
personally. You have shown us great kindness. You 
have accepted our children, our grandchildren, and 
even our great-nephew, like those of your own kin. 
We have shared your joys and your sorrows as 
together we walked the path God placed before us.  

We shall never forget those whom God has called 
together as Church of the Holy Spirit.  

               Farewell ~ 
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The National Day of Prayer 
will be commemorated at 8:00 
am on Thursday, May 2 with a 
service of Morning Prayer and 
Holy Communion. 
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Matt Moudry (412-720-9351) 
 

Upcoming Youth Events 
�  May 5 – Sunday Night Youth Group 6:30-8:00 
�  May 12 – Sunday Night Youth Group 6:30-8:00 
�  May 19 – Sunday Night Youth Group 6:30-8:00 
�  May 26 – Lunch after Worship at Chili’s! We will 

meet in the lobby after the 10:30 service, and will 
return to the church around 1:00 pm.  

At Sunday Night Youth Group in May, we will 
continue our series in Genesis, examining several major 
characters and their role in God’s story. Join us as we 
take a look at the stories of Noah, Abraham, and Joseph. 
The youth group meets on Sunday Nights from 6:30-
8:00, and all youth grades 6-12 are welcome to attend. 
We hope to see you there! 

On Sunday, May 5th, we will recognize our graduating 
seniors, Rachel and Katherine Reynolds. Join us that 
morning in congratulating them on their 
accomplishments, and wishing them many blessings as 
they begin a new and exciting chapter in their lives. 

Thinking about Summer Camp? Camp Allen is now 
accepting registrations for week-long camps running 
from June 9 through August 15. Summer Camp at Camp 
Allen is open to rising 3rd-12th graders. Visit 
http://www.campallen.org/summercamp for registration 
or more information.  

For more information about the youth ministry and 
upcoming events please visit www.facebook.com/ 
ChurchOfTheHolySpiritYouthMinistry. You can also 
contact Matt via phone (412-720-9351) or e-mail the 
church (hswaco@swbell.net). 

 

 

 Peggy Gidney (666-5040)  

UPCOMING MEETINGS: Sunday, May 5th and June 
2nd are our next meeting dates, 1:00 pm at Holy Spirit 
in the Library. 

 DOK is a prayer and service order for women and 
girls in the Episcopal, Catholic and Lutheran 
denominations. Here in Waco, our chapter is comprised 
of women from all three Episcopal churches. If you 
think you might be interested, you are welcome to attend 
any of our meetings to learn more about our group. 
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Nancy Banks, Chair (666-1465) 

 The United Thank Offering (UTO) is 
about developing a personal, spiritual 
relationship with God through daily 
prayer. UTO is about learning to 
accept the gift of God in our lives, of 
being open to His grace by 
encouraging daily prayers of 
thanksgiving for the many benefits and blessings we 
receive at His hands. Through that grace, we learn to be 
thankful.  

UTO is a long-standing tradition in the Episcopal 
Church. Placing “thankful coins” in the Blue Box is also a 
tradition, rich in spirituality and love. Every coin from 
every Blue Box and Blue Envelopes is given away in 
grants. Every cent you give representing your thankful 
prayers gives hope to people all over the world. 

UTO encourages men, women and children to nurture the 
habit of giving daily blessings through a short prayer of 
thanksgiving, accompanied by a small gift of coin(s) to our 
“blue box”. Twice a year all these prayers of thanksgiving 
are general together.  

If you do not have a blue box, you can get one from the 
parish office or from Nancy Banks, our UTO Chair. If you 
haven’t already started putting those coins of thanksgiving 
in your blue box, start today. IT IS NEVER TOO LATE!  

UTO is not a fundraiser or a stewardship campaign—it is 
not about the money! It is about our daily thanksgivings 
and prayers, and prayers change lives! 
 

 

 

Mary Gresham (772-3424) 

The ECW met at 10:30 on Saturday, Apr 6. Our speaker 
that was scheduled was called away but she sent the most 
delightful young lady that occasionally works with her, 
Amy Hamilton. Amy sells Gigi Hill bags. She brought her 
samples with her and demonstrated how organized you can 
be with her bags. She kept us entertained with her 
wonderful sense of humor. Her husband is the police chief 
of Lott and is very safety conscious. We may invite him to 
teach us about safety in our homes. We forget sometimes 
how aware we need to be these days. 

Nancy Gillette, Linda Clemmer, and Mickey Vinyard had 
a wonderful lunch of pizza, salad, and cake (Nancy’s 
famous chocolate cake!) If you weren’t there you missed a 
really fun day. 

In May we will have a flowers arranging program and in 
June will have an encore of …. Books and Bingo! We had 
so much fun we decided to have it again. If you have read 
the books you bought bring them back and we will sell 
them again. The leftover books will go to the library for 
their book sale. 

Ann Curry is doing a good job of getting speakers; we 
hope you will come to the meetings. 
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Norma Thronburg, Directress (876-3303) 

The Episcopal Diocese of Texas Handbook for Altar 
Guilds states that “all men and women who have been 
confirmed in the Episcopal Church are eligible for Altar 
Guild work. Membership in the guild should be at the 
invitation of the rector or vicar.” The priest in charge is the 
head of the parish Altar Guild although he or she may 
appoint a director. The work is at the rector’s direction as 
the liturgies are the canonical responsibility of the rector. 

Holy Spirit has been blessed to have a genuine leader as 
priest in charge who has taught us about the greater and 
lesser figures and celebrations of our faith. Sometimes the 
Altar Guild members have grumbled about the frequent 
parament changes—the celebration of feast days for saints 
and martyrs, special considerations required for Christmas 
or Holy Week, Episcopal Visits, baptisms, weddings or 
funerals—for example during their week of responsibility. 
However, it is of utmost importance to remember that we 
committed ourselves to God’s service in His church and 
that our hands were blessed as servants for the purpose of 
caring for the vessels and vestments and the adornment of 
the sanctuary thereby making our church home an inviting 
place in which to worship. 

Altar Guild Prayer : Most gracious Father, who has 
called me to serve in the preparation of your Altar: 
Sanctify my life and consecrate my hands so that I may 
worthily handle those Sacred Gifts which are being offered 
to you. As I handle holy things, grant that my whole life 
may be illuminated and blessed by you, in whose honor I 
prepare them, and grant that the people who shall be 
blessed by their use may find their lives drawn closer to 
him whose Body and Blood is our hope and our strength, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Carol Stukenbroeker (299-7287) 

We will recognize our graduating High School 
seniors on Sunday, May 5th. Please remember to notify 
me or the church office if you have a graduating High 
School senior. 

We are approaching the end of the alphabet for our 
Episcopal terms!!! Once we get through the W’s we 
will have a fun test of your knowledge of the terms 
presented in the past newsletters! 

Pentecost. The Festival Sunday that comes fifty days 
after Easter in which we commemorate the coming of 
the Holy Spirit on the twelve Disciples after Christ's 
Resurrection (Acts 2). Pentecost is traditionally seen 
as the birthday of the church, and is also the beginning 
of the longest season in the church - the season after 
Pentecost. The season after Pentecost runs from the 
day of Pentecost to the first Sunday in Advent. Prior to 
the 1979 prayer book, the day of Pentecost was known 
as Whitsunday. 

Piscina. From Latin, meaning "fish pond." The 
piscina is the stone or porcelain basin traditionally set 
in the south wall of the Sanctuary from which a drain 
pipe carries to the ground the water used in the 
ablutions (Ceremonial washing of communion vessels 
and/or the ceremonial washing of the hands of the 
celebrant). It is also the most convenient way for many 
Altar Guilds to dispose of the remaining consecrated 
wine after a service. The piscina is never, ever to be 
hooked up to the building's plumbing.  

Protestant. From the Latin pro, meaning "for," and 
testare, meaning "witness." Thus literally, if one was 
to be a protestant it would mean he or she would be a 
witness for something. The word was first used in 
1529 as part of Martin Luther's reform movement. The 
Episcopal Church does not officially consider itself to 
be a Protestant church, but is considered to be 
Protestant by Roman Catholics, as well as by many lay 
members of the Episcopal Church.  

Pyx. A small container used for transporting the 
Host. Most commonly used by a priest or LEM when 
taking Communion to a sick person or shut-in. 

From "The Episcopalian's Dictionary" by Howard Harper 
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The Conference:  May 3-5, 2013. Sponsored by 
the Diocesan Office, Bishop Andy Doyle 
commented, “I’d love to see our clergy bring 
teams of people so they can take full advantage 
of the expertise our speakers have to 
offer.” Speakers include: The Rt. Rev. Greg 
Rickel bishop of Olympia (Washington State) 
and former rector of St. James, Austin; The Rev. 
Judy Fentriss-Williams , Professor of Old 
Testament at Virginia Theological Seminary; The 
Rev. Bill Tully , retired rector of St. 
Bartholomew’s, NY City; and The Rev. Bill 
Miller , former rector of St. James’ Austin and 
Trinity, Houston. The Conference begins on 
Friday and will conclude Sunday morning with a 
spirit-filled jazz and gospel Eucharist. Cost: $175 
per person $125 for clergy. Every fifth 
registration from a congregation is free. This 
includes the program, lodging for two nights and 
all meals. The diocese is subsidizing this 
conference so that congregations can bring 
teams of people to best utilize the large amount 
of information. 
Photography 201: Beyond the Basics May 31-
June 2, 2013. Whether you are a semi-
professional wanting to tune fine tune your craft, 
or if you are a novice and want to put the days of 
auto-settings behind, this conference is for you! 
The hands-on workshops will cover both 
technique and post-production. Learn how to use 
your Digital SLR camera like a professional at 
this hands-on course. Participants need to bring 
a DSLR camera and be familiar with basic 
settings and applications of the camera. 
Workshop topics include: framing, lens choice, 
exposure, aperture, metering, f-stop, post 
production, aspect ratio, portraits, iso, shutter 
speed, bracketing, & lighting. Commercial 
photographer and Austin Community College 
instructor, Frank Curry, will facilitate the course. 
Rates: $230 per person double occupancy $290 
single occupancy. To register, call (936) 825-
7175. 
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BIRTHDAYS 

� May 1-  Jeremiah Gipson 
 1- Andrew Behm   
 3- Rachelle Hoffman 
 5- Larry Guthrie 
 8- Blayre Fallon 
 10- Haley Chaudoin 
 10- DeQwon Blesson Campbell 
 11- Bryan Rose 
 13- B.J. Betros, Jr. 
 14- Ed Sharp 
 15- Troy Schaffer 
 17- Gina Columbus 
 19- MacKenzie Harmon 
 20- Kari Behm 
 20- Tanner Vroman 
 24- Lillian Fadal 
 30- Lisa Moon 
 31- Fr. John  

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
 May 22- Susi & Steve Canuteson 
 22- Janiece & Bill Hinkle 
 23- Ellen & Kelly Filgo 
 25- Lillian & Walter Fadal 
 26- LaTrisha & Carl Spain 
 27- Monica & Jason Rose 

  

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary? 
Please call the parish office so we can correct 

our records. 
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RECTOR 
 THE REV JOHN T WELLS 

CURATE 
 THE REV NATHANIIEL JC LEE 

ASSISTING PRIEST 
 THE REV THOMAS M RARDIN 

SENIOR WARDEN 
 PARKER LOCKHART 

JUNIOR WARDEN 
 KEITH BILBREY 

TREASURER 
 STEVEN KUCERA 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
 SHARI PAULEY 

VESTRY CLERK 
 JAN ATTAWAY 

DIRECTOR, RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 CAROL STUKENBROEKER 

ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
 FR. NATE LEE 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
 ELIZABETH ROBERTS 

CHOIRMASTER 
 PAUL THRONBURG 

ALTAR GUILD 
 NORMA THRONBURG 

LITURGICAL MINISTRY COORDINATOR  
 DOUGLAS GUTHRIE 

ACOLYTE WARDEN 
 Vacant 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN 
 MARY GRESHAM 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
 KELLY & ELLEN FILGO 

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING 
 PEGGY GIDNEY 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 EASTON ALLEN 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
 MATT MOUDRY 

PASTORAL CARE  
 SUSI CANUTESON 

OUTREACH  
 HOLLY TARVER 

NEWCOMER MINISTRY  
 ED STARNES 

PARISH LIFE  
 KAREN O’BRIC 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 Vacant 

 WEBMASTER 
 ELLEN FILGO 
 

  

 


